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Cruising Commute: Chicago Water Taxi
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<Let's learn!>
« What if | told you that
« Ais a priority over B

* not only A, but (also) B

When | say "Taxi", what do you see? You probably imagine a car,
whether it's black like in Tokyo or yellow in other cities. What if | told
you that in my hometown in Chicago, taxis are boats? It's true! In
Chicago, you can ride the water taxi to Michigan Avenue, which is the
city's famous shopping district like Shibuya. You can also ride the
water taxi to Chinatown, the aquarium, the museum and the
planetarium!

In 2018, Chicago water taxis took over 400,000 passengers on various
routes along the Chicago River. That equals over 8,000 bus and over
200,000 car trips! The water taxis are a fun and relaxing commute
option, and you can often feel the breeze along the river between the
buildings if you sit outside. There's even a bridge lift schedule as the
boat traffic is a priority over car traffic. During these times, the 27
bridges are typically raised one at a time, with each bridge lift taking
around 8-12 minutes. It is quite a scene when Michigan Avenue
touches the sky! The boats run from May to September and close in

the winter months due to the river freezing.


https://www.borderlink-altogether.com/article/detail/id=166
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Now | know what you're thinking: it must be expensive! In fact, a
one-way ticket is only 10 dollars or 1,000 yen! Yes, seriously! An
all-day pass is 20 dollars or 2,000 yen. Even business workers can get
a commuter pass! You can also learn about Chicago with a tour guide
on your taxi ride. It's like an urban Jungle Cruise from Disneyland!
The water taxi is not only popular with tourists, but popular with
locals too. The water taxi is one of my favorite things about Chicago

and | hope you try it if you visit. Let's relax to our destination!
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